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Mom,
 I just finished reading your last letter, and I understand your concerns about me. However, what you have to understand is that this is not your generation anymore! This is mine, and we do things differently, better. Look around you, there’s technological advancements everywhere, and if you see it this way you’ll come to understand that we truly live in a golden age where everything is improved to fit different people’s needs. For cancer, there’s improved medication. For research, there’s improved articles. For the socially awkward such as myself, there’s the Internet! Before you make that scowling face that makes you look like you just bit into a rotten apple, let me state my points. 
 After reading your last letter concerning my “lack of social interaction,” I’d like to introduce you to my way of making friends through the Internet. I knew you’d hate the idea of this, so I have listed below my reasoning as to why my friends are on the Internet for your perusal and to help you understand exactly what my social life is like. Contrary to your belief, no, I’m not lonely. I have tons of people whom I talk to via the web, and my anxiety levels have actually lowered a decent amount because of it. Through my expertise presented below, I hope to put your lack of advancement in views toward the Internet to rest. Enjoy. 
5 Reasons Why It’s Better To Have Friends On The Internet
1. Awkward Interactions Don’t Exist 
Talking to someone on the Internet is magical, whilst talking to someone face to face is intimidating. During non-online interactions, anything that spews out of your mouth is raw and unprocessed. For people who aren’t naturally smooth talking and easy-going, these words that just seem to be slipping off your tongue can be embarrassing, sound idiotic, and can get the wrong message across. On the web, you can interact the way you’ve always wanted to and can express genuine feelings easier. There’s no pressure because you can easily control your words and receive the satisfaction of impressing the other person and yourself easily. You show your better self, the person you’ve always wanted to be but can’t get ahold of when communicating with someone outside of the Internet. 
2) Embarrassment is Practically Non-Existent
People always discover things about you. Whether it be stories, pictures, or accidents, it’s inevitable! However, if your Internet friends happen to come across something like an unflattering photo you forgot to un-tag, or your profile from middle school, it doesn’t matter! The people you’re talking to are strangers at first, and generally you don’t have any connections with them through other people in your life. Thus, they can’t embarrass or blackmail you in front of someone you’re trying to impress. Plus, chances are your friends are just as embarrassing as you and there’s a 99.9% chance that if you go digging, you’ll find some dirt on them as well. So you can call it even!
3) There’s Always Someone To Talk To
You know those nights you just can’t seem to fall asleep, or those days you’re bored out of your mind and everyone you know seems too busy or unavailable? With having all your friends on the internet, you never get lonely! All my friends live in different time zones, so there’s always someone free to talk no matter what time of day it is. It could be 3am here, but 11 am where your internet friend lives. Needless to say, there’s never a dull moment. There’s always someone to talk. 
4) Emotions
It sucks sometimes to feel a certain emotion with overpowering strength. What makes it worse, is having people see you in that emotional state. For someone to see you sobbing into your overly-buttered soggy bowl of popcorn, or watch you shake with anger as your face reddens like an over-ripe tomato is incredibly embarrassing and, more often than not, makes what you’re going through worse. Having your friends strictly on the Internet means they don’t have to see what you’re going through. You can filter out all the downs in your life and only focus on the positives and talk to a friend about something else to help get your mind off of whatever you may be going through. Since they won’t notice something’s wrong because they cannot see your body language, the feeling doesn’t have to keep ruminating. 
5) No Strings Attached
My last point (and personal favourite) is that if you get into a fight, get bored of them, or realize you just simply don’t like them as people, there’s no strings attached. You don’t have to have an emotional talk about your feelings, or awkwardly have to try to avoid them if you see them out in public. You can just simply delete them from your friends list, and just like that, they’re gone like they never even existed—easy and efficient. 
 I hope this helped you understand what my interaction with others is really all about, Mom. I worked really hard on this list, with some help from my Internet friend, Kyle. He had some exceptional points!
 FYI, next time you want to talk to me, send me an email or something! You’re the only person I know who still uses snail mail for communication. Seriously, once you receive this letter give me a call and I’ll help set you up an account.
Sincerely,
[bookmark: _GoBack]your daughter,
Fawn Smith
 

